
2026 MIPS Eligibility Decision Tree 
Am I Eligible or Required to Participate in the Merit-based Incentive Payment System (MIPS) in the 2026 
Performance Year? 

Am I a 
MIPS Eligible 

Clinician 
Type?

Did I Enroll
in Medicare
After 1/1/26?

Do I meet
the low-volume

threshold as
an individual

or group?

Am I a
Qualifying APM
Participant (QP)
in an Advanced

APM?

Am I a
Partial QP in
an Advanced

APM?

You aren’t
eligible to
participate
in MIPS.

You aren’t
eligible to
participate
in MIPS.

You may choose
whether or not
to participate
in MIPS.

Even if an individual clinician is 
below the low-volume 
threshold, group participation 
may make them eligible. CMS 
will evaluate the low-volume 
threshold for MIPS APM 
participants at the individual or 
group level, just as it does for 
participants who aren’t in MIPS 
APMs.

You aren't eligible to 
participate in MIPS. 
Note: If you exceed 1 or 2 
of the criteria, you may 
choose to opt-in or 
voluntarily report to MIPS. 

You're excluded 
from MIPS.

If you meet the low-volume 
threshold as an individual: 

• You’re required to participate in 
MIPS 

• You’ll receive a MIPS payment 
adjustment unless you're 
otherwise excluded. 

MIPS eligible clinician types: 

Physicians (includes doctors of medicine, osteopathy, 
dental surgery, dental medicine, podiatric medicine, and 
optometry), Osteopathic Practitioners, Chiropractors, 
Physician Assistants, Nurse Practitioners, Clinical 
Nurse Specialists, Certified Registered Nurse 
Anesthetists, Clinical Psychologists, Physical 
Therapists, Occupational Therapists, Qualified Speech-
Language Pathologists, Qualified Audiologists, 
Registered Dietitians or Nutrition Professionals, Clinical 
Social Workers, Certified Nurse Midwives. 

Low-Volume Threshold Criteria for 2026: 

• Bill more than $90,000 for Part B-covered 
professional services under the Physician Fee 
Schedule; AND 

• See more than 200 Medicare Part B patients; AND 

• Provide more than 200 covered professional services 
to Medicare Part B patients. 

To achieve QP status in 2026*, you must: 

• Receive at least 50% of Medicare Part B payments 
through an Advanced APM Entity; OR 

• See at least 35% of Medicare patients through an 
Advanced APM Entity. 

To achieve partial QP status in 2026*, you must: 

• Receive at least 40% of Medicare Part B payments 
through an Advanced APM Entity; OR 

• See at least 25% of Medicare patients through an 
Advanced APM Entity. 

*QP and Partial QP thresholds were decreased for 
the 2026 performance year through the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2026.
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If you meet the low-volume threshold at the 
group level only: 

• You’re eligible to participate in MIPS as part 
of a group, subgroup, or virtual group 

• You’ll receive a MIPS payment adjustment 
unless you're otherwise excluded. 


